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Kincardine schoolmaster. The Grammar School Register
tells that in * October 1722' Thomas Reid left it to enter
Marischal College, where his name appears in the list
of those matriculated that autumn. It was an early age
for University life according to later ideas, but not at
variance with the custom of Scotland in those days.
Burnet, afterwards Bishop of Salisbury, another eminent
Aberdonkin, entered Marischal College when he was only
nine, and graduated when he was thirteen; and Burnet's
contemporary, Reid's granduncle, James Gregory, graduated
when he was not older than Burnet,

The uncouth and dilapidated structure in which the
University of the Earls Marischal was housed when young
Reid was spending his undergraduate years in it, bore no
resemblance to the stately College on the same site which
now adonis the prosperous city of Bon Accord. The
process of decay was so rapid, and the case was so urgent,
that a few years later the regents suspended their official
claim to a part of the scanty funds of the College, and
also asked help from the community, (to preserve from
uiin an university from whence so many accomplished
men have gone forth as ornaments of their country in
every age since its foundation.' The troubles of 1715 had
further reduced its resources. Its Chancellor, the tenth
Earl Marischal, concerned in the rising of Mar, then for-
feited his title and the official connection of his family
with the academical foundation of his ancestor. The
"Principal and most of the authorities had been removed
or suspended by a commission of visitation in 1717.
During the two years which followed the adventure of
Mar the doors of Marischal College were closed, so that,
when public instruction was resumed in 1717, a new raceth its memories and forecasts his family, one son held the Chair of Chemistry in King's
